In this paper we study the work of Leinweber by applying the Continuum Model of QCD Sum Rules (QCDSR) to the analysis of (quenched) lattice correlation functions. We expand upon his work in several areas: we study meson states as well as baryons; we analyse data from several lattice spacings; and we include data from the SheikholeslamiWohlert (clover) improved action. We find that the QCDSR Continuum Model Ansatz can reproduce the data, but only for non-physical values of its parameters. This leads us to reject it as a model for hadronic correlation functions.
Introduction
Lattice Gauge Theory and QCD Sum Rules (QCDSR) are two areas of research which have been widely employed to deepen the understanding of systems governed by the strong interactions. In this paper we combine both methods following the pioneering work of Leinweber [1, 2] . Utilising known results in QCD Sum Rules we apply them to Lattice Gauge Theory in order to check that the two are compatible.
We begin by following the analysis of Refs. [1, 2] . In this work, the Continuum Model (often used in QCDSR analyses [3] ) is tested using lattice Monte Carlo data. The Continuum Model replaces the discrete spectrum of excited states with a continuum of states of a certain spectral density. This spectral density is calculated using a Wilson OPE expansion of the relevant correlators in the small and intermediate time separation regime. It has been argued that this Continuum Model may be a good approximation to the actual situation of a large set of discrete excited states [3, 1] .
We extend the work of Refs. [1, 2] by including mesonic states. We also apply our analysis to several β values (corresponding to different lattice spacings), and to two actions with different lattice artefacts (namely the Wilson action [4] and the "clover" Sheikholeslami-Wohlert (SW) improved action [5] ). Thus we are able to study the effects of lattice artefacts in the calculation. The lattice data we use in this study is from the APE Collaboration. As in the analysis of [1] , we use zero-momentum correlation functions. At first sight the analysis suggests that the QCDSR Continuum Model is in reasonably good agreement with the lattice data, confirming the results of [1] . However, this agreement is ambiguous since we also find that the naive (non-relativistic) quark model predicts essentially the same behaviour as the Continuum Model. Furthermore, because we have data at different lattice spacings, we are able to test the continuum scaling behaviour. We find that the parameter introduced to take account of lattice distortions in the Continuum Model does not scale towards its predicted value as the lattice spacing is reduced. Thus we conclude from our analysis that there are reservations regarding the validity of the QCDSR Continuum Model (but confirmation of the quark model). We also test the relativistic quark model against our data and find poorer agreement.
Through this study of the QCDSR Continuum Model, we have defined a procedure which enables lattice correlation functions to be fitted at small (Euclidean) time values. This can be usefully employed in the case of correlation functions that have numerical problems in the isolation of the ground state properties at large time separations. By fitting the lattice correlation function data to a term representing the ground state contribution, plus a term representing the contributions of the excited states, we show that accurate ground state parameters can be extracted even when the fitting window is very close to the source. We explicitly show that these QCDSR-inspired fitting functions reproduce the parameters of the ground state better than the conventional, double-exponential fitting procedure.
Recently, some other researchers have also used Continuum Model ideas to study lattice correlation functions [6, 7] . They study hadronic correlation function, but use configuration space (i.e. point-to-point functions; see also [8] ) rather than the momentum space correlation functions analysed here. This paper is organised as follows: in Sect. 2 details of the lattice data used in our analysis are given; Sect. 3 describes the QCD Sum Rules approach; in Sect. 4 results are presented for these fits; in Sect. 5 we present results using the quark model; and finally, in Sect. 6 there is a discussion and conclusion. An earlier version of this work appeared in [9] .
Lattice Details
The lattice data used in this study is from the APE collaboration and uses the quenched approximation. Specifically it is data which has been used primarily in the study of weak matrix elements such as f B and B K [10] [11] [12] , and, more recently, for light hadronic spectroscopy [13] . A list of the simulation parameters is presented in Table 1 . For full details of the simulations, see the corresponding reference. All errors in the results were obtained using the Jacknife method with 10 configurations eliminated per cluster.
The lattices in this study span a range of β-values which correspond to different lattice spacings, a. In Table 1 and throughout this paper, a is set from the K and K * masses following the approach described in [13] . This method avoids any chiral extrapolation and uses data at the simulated values of the quark masses, i.e. at around the strange mass. It is therefore preferable than other methods, e.g. obtaining a −1 from the ρ-mass etc. Note that the lattice spacings are smaller than those used in Refs. [1] and [2] and so clearly lattice artefacts should be smaller.
Typically each simulation was performed with three different values of the hopping parameter, κ. Only one of these (for each simulation) was chosen to be included in this study. This choice was made so that the vector meson masses in physical units from each simulation were equal to 1.1 GeV within errors (see Table 1 ). The one exception to this is the Wilson case at β = 6.1 where there was no κ value available to match this requirement.
The (zero-momentum) hadronic correlation function is defined for mesons as
While the definition of the meson correlators is standard, the definition of the nucleon and delta correlation functions is specific to the APE simulations, and is given by
where the projector (1 + γ 4 ) onto positive parity states is introduced. Another common definition for the nucleon correlation function is the one used by the UKQCD Collaboration (see for example [7, 14] ). It is given by
Of specific interest to this work is the definitions of the interpolating operators, J, defined below. The channels analysed in this work are the nucleon, pseudoscalar meson, (spatial component of the) vector meson and (temporal component of the) axial meson. The other channels are included below for completeness.
Nucleon:
Delta: see [15] J( x, t) =
Scalar meson:
Pseudoscalar meson:
Vector meson (spatial components):
Vector meson (temporal component):
Axial meson (spatial components):
Axial meson (temporal component):
In these equations, the indices a, b, c refer to colour, δ is a spinorial index and C = γ 4 γ 2 is the charge conjugation matrix.
All the baryonic correlation functions presented in this work have the sum over x in Eq. (2) replaced by a sum over every 3rd lattice site in each of the three spatial directions. This procedure, called "thinning", is due to the limitations imposed on the calculation by the size of the APE memory. It introduces extra states in the correlation functions which are not present when the usual full sum over x it taken. These unwanted states have large energy corresponding to large spatial momentums and do not affect the conventional extraction of the ground state properties [16, 10, 13] . This is because at the (relatively large) times where there is ground state dominance, the higher energy states have decayed away. However, since the procedure presented in this paper uses small time values, thinning does have an effect which will be referred to in Sect.4.3.
QCD (Sum Rules) Continuum Model
In this section we describe the QCDSR Continuum Model. The basic object in this approach is the quark propagator in Euclidean space whose first few polynomial terms in the Wilson OPE expansion read [1, 6] (in the coordinate gauge,
From Eqs. (1,2 & 3) , the timesliced (three-momentum-projected) two-point correlation function then has the OPE expansion
where C n is a numerical coefficient, O n is some function, and n 0 a positive integer. For the nucleon and delta, this leading term turns out to be n 0 = 6 for the APE definition Eqs. (2) . However, different definitions of the correlators lead to different QCDSR Continuum Model formulae, and if we were to use the UKQCD definition, Eq. (3), we would have n 0 = 5 for both the nucleon and delta. For the mesons the exponents of the leading terms are given by n 0 ≤ 3.
It is now useful to express the timesliced correlation function, G 2 (t), in the spectral representation
The OPE expansion of the spectral density function, ρ OP E (s), is calculated by means of a simple inverse Laplace transform of Eq. (13),
where Re(t) > 0. In the sum over n, we have kept only the positive values of n since we are interested in the leading terms as t → 0.
The QCD Continuum Model is introduced at this stage by setting a threshold s 0 in the energy scale s in Eq. (14), so that the excited states' contribution to G 2 (t) is given only by the energies above s 0 . Performing the integral over s we obtain,
Thus the continuum contribution to the correlation function has been derived using QCDSR style considerations. The hope is that it correctly models the discrete states in the spectrum above the ground state.
However, the full correlation function contains the ground state as well as the above continuum contribution G cont 2
. In the quenched approximation, the ground state contributes a delta function to the full spectral density [1, 7] :
where ρ OP E (s) is given by Eq. (15) . The full correlation function can then be written as (from Eqs. (14 & 16) )
There are four parameters in this Ansatz for G 2 (t):
-Z is the normalization of the ground state. Note that in [1, 2] the parameter λ 1 was used. λ 1 and Z are related by λ 2 1 = Z/(2M); -M is the mass of the ground state particle; -ξ is a new parameter introduced to normalise the contribution of the excited states [1] . In the continuum limit, ξ should be equal to one. (We will discuss this in more detail in Sect. 4.3); -s 0 is the continuum threshold which parametrises the onset of the excited states.
We have developed some FORM codes able to calculate the coefficients C n in the expansions in Eqs. (13) and (18) for the operators in Eqs. (4 -11) . The relevant OPE expansions (i.e. the G
OP E 2
(t) in Eq. (13)) turn out to be:
Nucleon (APE data):
::
Delta (APE data):
Vector meson (Spatial components):
Axial meson (Temporal components):
Axial meson (Spatial components):
Note that for the vector meson, the leading term for the temporal component is O(m 4 q ). Since this corresponds to the first neglected term in the OPE expansion for the quark propagator in eq. (12), it is beyond the scope of this work and we therefore do not consider this channel again. Note also that there is no term O(m 2 q ) for the spatial component of the vector correlation function.
In the nucleon and delta case we have included for completeness the contribution of the vacuum condensate. However, in practice, it is not necessary to consider neither this term nor the m 3 q /t 3 term, since they are numerically irrelevant. We note that Leinweber came to the same conclusion [1] . It is important to note that for all mesons listed there is no term appearing which is one order in t smaller than the leading term. i.e. the first nonzero correction, with respect to the leading term, is of order t 2 and not t as we would naively expect. Similarly, the order t 3 term (with respect to the leading term) is zero. The first appearance of the vacuum condensate :: in the meson case is of order t 4 relative to the leading term, rendering its contribution totally insignificant.
We give here for the sake of completeness the correlation functions corresponding to Eq. (18), i.e. the G 2 (t) actually used to fit the lattice data. They are:
Nucleon (APE data): 
Delta (APE data): 
Pseudoscalar mesons:
Vector mesons (Spatial components):
Axial mesons (Temporal components):
Axial mesons (Spatial components):
We have carried out several four-parameter fits to the nucleon, pseudoscalar, vector (spatial components) and axial-vector (temporal components) using Eqs. (26, 28, 29 & 30) to check the ideas presented in this paper. The results of these fits are described in detail in the following Section.
One could also introduce a further parameter Λ as upper limit of integration over s in Eq. (18) to account for the lattice cut-off. Ref. [1] reports that this does not make any difference as long as t is not taken less than two. For this reason we restrict our fits to t ≥ 2.
Fits to data
Correlation functions from the simulations outlined in table 1 were fitted to the following three different functional forms:
Conventional Single State Fit ("1-exp") 
This functional form was chosen since it is traditionally used as the generalisation of Eq. (32) when attempts are made to include the effects of the higher mass state(s). It is an alternative to the Continuum Model fits (i.e. it has the same number of parameters) and the results of both fits will be directly compared.
Note that for the mesons, we have symmetrised the ground state exponential in time for all three cases above by taking into account the backward moving state in the fits.
The conventional single state fits are only valid for asymptotic states. This limits their applicability to a time window where the "effective mass" is constant in time. 3 We use the results of these fits (in the asymptotic region) as standard values of the ground state fitting parameters Z and M with which to compare the results of the other two fitting methods. A list of the parameters Z and M and the χ 2 obtained from these single state fits, is displayed in Tables 2,3 ,4 & 5 in the rows marked "1-exp". The four channels: nucleon and the pseudoscalar, vector (spatial components) and axial (temporal component) mesons were analysed.
The time windows used in each of the fitting methods are listed in Table 6 and are chosen so that the effective masses are stable. The starting points in the windows are a function of the β value, as expected, since the lattice spacing varies with β. In the case of the QCD Continuum Model fits, we use time windows which begin very close to the origin: t = 2 − 28 for β = 6.0; t = 3 − 28 for β = 6.1 & 6.2; t = 4 − 28 for β = 6.4. (See Table 6 .) The starting times for these windows are chosen with the criterion that t ≥ 2 (see Sect. 3) and that they are approximately equal in physical units for all simulations. The results of these fits are displayed in Tables 2,3 ,4 & 5 in the rows marked "Cont".
So that a direct comparison can be performed, the same time windows were used to perform conventional two state fits using Eq. (33). The results of the fitting parameters from these fits are also displayed in Tables 2,3 We now discuss the results of these fitting methods in detail.
Ground State Parameters
Concentrating on the comparison of the ground state parameters, Z and M, from the "Cont" fit with those from the "1-exp" fit, we see good agreement for the mesonic states. This is particularly encouraging because very small time values were included in the fitting window. 4 However, for the baryons, poorer agreement is observed. In fact the agreement between the Z and M values from the Continuum Model and "1-exp" fit becomes worse as β increases (i.e. as the continuum limit is approached). Overall, these fits suggest that the QCD Continuum Model is a reliable method of extracting ground state information in the mesonic case, but that there is some question about its validity for the baryons. Note that Leinweber, who studied baryons only, found good agreement [1] . A possible explanation for this is that he used data at a larger lattice spacing and with poorer statistics than those studied here. Note also that the baryonic data is "thinned" which will obviously affect the normalisation of the higher mass states. This could conceivably also affect the ground state fitting parameters in the "Cont" fits.
The results for Z and M for the "2-exp" fits require careful interpretation. Comparing the "2-exp" and "1-exp" fits we see that the values for both Z and M for the "2-exp" fits are larger than those in the "1-exp" fit in every case. This presumably means that the introduction of a "raw" second exponential biases the parameters of the asymptotic state. Also, it can be seen that in every case except one (the Wilson β = 6.0, Pseudoscalar meson) the "Cont" values for Z and M reproduce the "standard values" (i.e. the "1-exp" values) better than the "2-exp" do.
We can understand this bias in the case of the "2-exp" fit as follows. The true set of states that contributes to the spectrum includes the ground state and many excited states. In the case of the "2-exp" fit, all the excited states are modelled as a single state. Clearly the values of M ′ and Z ′ from this fit will be some average over all the excited states. This means that the M ′ value will be larger than the first excited state's mass. However, of the excited states, it is this first excited state that is the most significant correction to the ground state at intermediate values of t (i.e. at t values large enough so that the excited states are no longer dominant, and small enough so that the ground state also has not yet dominated the correlation function). This means that the correlation function for the "2-exp" fit will be too small in these intermediate values of t. To adjust for this mismatch, the value of the ground state's mass, M (and Z since they are correlated) will be shifted slightly higher in the "2-exp" fit.
Obviously, in order to avoid this bias, correct account must be taken of all the excited states in the spectrum. The Continuum Model is one way of modelling these states, and thus should overcome at least part of the above shortcomings of the "2-exp" fit. The agreement of the ground state parameters, Z and M, between the Continuum Model and "1-exp" fit confirms this hypothesis.
Quality of the Fits
Turning to the χ 2 values, the first thing to note is that the χ 2 /d.o.f. for the "Cont" and "2-exp" fits can be as much as 10 or 100. At first sight this is a worrying feature, especially since the χ 2 is calculated ignoring correlations between timeslices. (The presence of correlations canonically lowers the uncorrelated χ 2 /d.o.f. to below unity.) However, the correlation function data at small times has relatively tiny errors compared with large times. (Typically the correlation function has statistical errors of one part in a thousand at the beginning of the fitting window, and around one part in ten at the end of the window.) Therefore any small discrepancy between the fitting functions and the data at small times leads to a very large contribution in the χ 2 . It is unreasonable to expect that the small time behaviour of the correlation functions could possibly be reproduced at the level of these tiny statistics by any model containing only four parameters, no matter how well physically motivated. It is also worth bearing in mind that the meson correlation functions fall by from 3 to as much as 7 orders of magnitude in the region fitted in the "Cont" and "2-exp" cases. In the case of the baryons the correlation functions can fall by as much as 13 orders of magnitude. Fig. 1 shows the (natural) logarithm of the correlation function for the vector meson in the Wilson, β = 6.4 case (which is a representative mesonic example). The plot shows the fits from all three methods above. This figure illustrates the points made above; the errors in the data for small times are clearly tiny.
We have argued that the absolute values of the χ 2 /d.o.f. values might reasonably be expected to be large for the "Cont" and "2-exp" fits. However their relative values should correspond to the relative quality of fits of the two methods. From Tables 2,3 ,4 & 5 we see that the χ 2 for the "Cont" fit are smaller than (or, at worse, similar to) the "2-exp" fit in every case. In some cases (particularly for the Pseudoscalar meson) the χ 2 value for the "Cont" case is as much as an order of magnitude smaller than the "2-exp" case. This is again evidence that the "Cont" fitting functions are an improvement over the traditional "2-exp" functions.
As examples of the quality of the fits, Figs. 2, 3 and 4 show the effective mass plots for the Clover, β = 6.2, Pseudoscalar case, the Wilson, β = 6.4, Vector meson case, and the Wilson, β = 6.0, nucleon case respectively. The central values of the effective mass from the three methods: "1-exp"; "Cont"; and "2-exp" are shown. (Note that the effective mass has been corrected for the effect of the backward moving state and should therefore be constant at large times approaching the middle of the lattice.) In these figures the "2-exp" fit can be seen to give a reasonable reproduction of the Monte Carlo data, however, the "Cont" method performs a little better. In particular the effect discussed in Sect. 4.1 at intermediate time values can be seen in the "2-exp" case. These three cases are a representative sample of all the cases studied, and support the conclusions above regarding the relative merits of the "2-exp" and "Cont" approaches.
Further evidence that the "Cont" method is an improvement over the "2-exp" case can be seen in Figs. 5 and 6. The channels shown are for the pseudoscalar and nucleon respectively for the Clover, β = 6.0 simulation. In these figures the mass, obtained from both the "Cont" and "2-exp" fits using t = 2 → t M AX , is plotted against t M AX . (The "1-exp" fit using t = 12 → 28 is shown as the solid horizontal line.) As can be seen from the fits, the "Cont" method converges much faster to the true mass value compared with the "2-exp" case. Other channels show a similar behaviour.
Parameters of the Excited State(s)
Clearly it is not sufficient for the "Cont" fits to reproduce the ground state parameters Z and M, and to have a sensible χ 2 , they must also give values for the continuum parameters, s 0 and ξ, which are acceptable within the assumptions of the QCDSR Continuum Model.
In Table 7 the values for s 0 (in GeV ) are listed for all the cases studied. These values must satisfy two criteria: (i) since s 0 corresponds to a physical threshold, they should be constant (in GeV ) for each channel as β is varied; and (ii) they should be large enough to be in a region where perturbation theory is valid. The second criterion is required so that the perturbative expression for the quark propagator, Eq. (12), is valid. From Table 7 , it is clear that the s 0 values are roughly constant in β for the mesons, but not for the nucleon (particularly the Clover case). Also, for the pseudoscalar meson, the s 0 values are arguably too small ( ∼ < 2 GeV ) for perturbation theory to be considered reliable. Thus only the vector and axial mesons convincingly pass the criteria above.
We now turn to the values for ξ. Note that this parameter was introduced to parametrise the distortions introduced in the lattice formalism. It should therefore be unity in the continuum limit [1] . Table 8 (24)). This implies that ξ values several orders of magnitude larger than the other channels (which have O(1) terms in G 2 (t)) are required.
In conclusion, the results of the continuum parameters, s 0 and ξ, cast doubt over the applicability of the "Cont" model, since the values obtained from the fits are not consistent with the assumptions made in the QCDSR Continuum Model. Note, it is not possible to compare directly the values for ξ for Wilson, nucleon data with those in Ref. [1] . This is because the baryonic channels studied here have "thinned" correlation functions (see the discussion in Sect. 2). This affects the short-time region only, due to the presence of extra high energy states, and thus conceivably alters the values of ξ.
Discussion on the Fits
Summarising the subsections above, we see that the QCDSR Continuum Model fitting functions reproduce the correct ground state parameters, Z and M, of the Monte Carlo data in the meson case. The Continuum Model is not as successful however in the baryonic sector. The "2-exp" case does not appear to reproduce the ground state parameters as effectively as the "Cont" case for both baryons and mesons. We presented an explanation for this finding in Sect. 4.1. However, the values found for the continuum parameters s 0 and ξ cast doubt over the applicability of the "Cont" Ansatz, since the values obtained are not consistent with the assumptions used in its derivation. The conclusion therefore is to reject the QCDSR Continuum Model as a way of modelling these lattice correlation functions.
However it is clear that, apart from taking on non-physical values of its fitting parameters, the "Cont" Ansatz does fairly adequately reproduce the lattice correlation function data. Therefore we require similar fitting Ansätze as those in the "Cont" case, but without the corresponding restrictions on the parameters s 0 and ξ.
As we shall see in the next section, the naive non-relativistic quark model predicts essentially the same functional form for the hadronic correlators as in the QCDSR Continuum Model (for both the mesonic and baryonic cases). Therefore it is a candidate model to use to fit the data.
Before commencing the discussion on the quark model, we comment on the results of the Wilson and clover actions. It is natural to ask if we can observe any difference in the fitted parameters for these two actions which might be a signal for improvement. Studying the χ 2 values Tables 2, 3 , 4 & 5 it is difficult to see discernible differences between the two actions. 5 There are, however, clear differences between the Continuum parameters in the two actions, particularly for ξ (see Table 8 ). This is not surprising since differences between the two actions are known to occur at small times values (see [7] ). However, the interpretation of these effects will require more work. Table 6 The time windows used in each of the fitting methods.
Quark Models

Non-relativistic Quark Model
The quark model has had considerable success in reproducing many of the features of the hadronic spectrum [18] . It is thus natural to check its predictions for the hadronic correlators with the lattice Monte Carlo data. We present firstly the derivation of the hadronic correlators for the non-relativistic quark model, and then the relativistic case.
The aim of this exercise is to determine the density of states function ρ(s) which defines the number of states per unit energy range. Taking the quarks as onshell, there are 3 degrees of freedom available for each quark in the hadron: one Table 8 Values for the fitting parameter ξ from the "Cont" fit. per spatial momentum component. Therefore in the case of mesons there are naively 6 degrees of freedom, with 9 degrees of freedom for baryons. However, there are 4 constraint equations. Three correspond to demanding that the total 3-momentum is fixed to the hadron's momentum (which is zero in the correlators we are studying), and one which corresponds to demanding that the total kinetic energy is fixed to s. This leaves 2 degrees of freedom for the mesons and 5 degrees of freedom for the baryons. This simple, non-relativistic analysis leads to the following form for the spectral density.
For mesons:
The above continuum-like behaviour for ρ(s) is clearly most appropriate for large s where the quarks are approximately free. Therefore the actual density of states can be approximated by
where the delta-function represents the ground state, and the non-relativistic quark model result is used for the continuum (beginning at the threshold energy s 0 ). Using this definition of ρ(s) in the spectral equation (Eq. (14)) we obtain for mesons:
and for baryons: Thus we have achieved the aim raised in Sect. 4.4: we have found an Ansatz which reproduces the data better than the "2-exp" fits, but which doesn't suffer from the unphysical parameter values of the "Cont" fit.
Relativistic Quark Model
We now turn our attention to the derivation of ρ(s) in the relativistic quark model. In this case we can represent the number of states as:
in the meson case, with an obvious generalisation for baryons. The main difference between this case and the non-relativistic case is the energy factors in the denominators of the normalisation. Thus we obtain two powers of s less in the meson case, and 3 powers of s less in the baryonic case. i.e. Following the above analysis, the 2-point hadronic correlators can easily be derived; for mesons:
and for baryons:
Note that the relativistic quark model prediction for G 2 (t) for baryons is identical to the non-relativistic mesonic G 2 (t).
Quark Model Fits
It is natural to wonder if there is any way of using the lattice correlation function data to pin down the best form of the density of states ρ(s). With this in mind we assume that the density of states has the following form:
where n is to be determined from the fit. The two-point correlation function for this Ansatz is defined, as usual, from eq. (14) . Eq. (44) has both the non-relativistic and relativistic forms as special cases. Fig. 7 shows the χ 2 value plotted against n for fits to the 6 sets of pseudoscalar data in table 1 using eq.(44). As can be seen from the plot, there is a distinct minimum at n = 2 for five of the six data sets. This confirms the non-relativistic quark model Ansatz (i.e. n = 2) as the preferred choice for this channel. The vector meson case is plotted in Fig. 8 . Here, as expected, the signal is worse, 6 but the minimum is certainly not far off n = 2. When these fits are applied to the nucleon, the data is more poorly behaved again (see Fig. 9 ). However, it is clear that the minimum has shifted significantly to larger n values compared with the mesonic cases -it is now roughly between n = 5 and n = 10.
We now study the behaviour of the Ansatz eq.(44) as a function of quark mass. In Fig. 10 the χ 2 values for the pseudoscalar fits as a function of n are plotted for lighter quarks, corresponding to M V ≈ 900MeV . (Recall that all other data in this work is for quark masses corresponding to M V ≈ 1.1GeV -see Table 0 Table 1 ). Fig. 10 with Fig. 7 one can see a tendency for the minimum χ 2 to decrease from n = 2 as the quark mass decreases. This fits nicely with our intuition -lighter quarks should eventually become relativistic which corresponds to n = 0 (see Sec. 5.2).
1.) Comparing
Discussion & Conclusion
We have begun this work with a comprehensive study of the QCD Sum Rule Continuum Model as applied to lattice two-point correlation functions using the method first introduced by Leinweber [1, 2] . We have extended his work by including mesonic states, by fitting lattice data at several lattice spacings and by using two formulations of the lattice action. We have found that the QCD Sum Rule Continuum Model successfully fits the lattice data, and the quality of the fits is a significant improvement over the conventional "2-exponential" fits. However, while the results of the fits are successful, the values of the parameters in the fits are unphysical. This leads us to the conclusion (somewhat contrary to that of [1] ) that this model cannot self-consistently fit lattice data.
We have then searched for a model that reproduces a similar functional form as the QCD Continuum Model, but which does not have the same restrictions on its parameters. Both the non-relativistic and relativistic quark models were studied. By using a fitting function which interpolated between the two, it was found that the non-relativistic quark model was qualitatively better that its relativistic counterpart for the quark mass studied. In the case of the pseudoscalar meson, these remarks are more quantitative. In addition, by studying lighter quark masses, the best fitting function was found to tend towards the relativistic form, as expected.
Thus we have found a model which appears to correctly parametrise the rôle of the excited states. The functions that we have found can be widely used for Lattice Gauge Theories fits when the time separation in the correlation functions is forced to be small. In particular, it would be interesting to apply these functions to the case of the static case of the Heavy Quark Effective Theory on the lattice where ground state properties are poorly isolated (see, for example, [19] ) and in glueball studies.
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